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FRANCE. 

By  Coiisnl  General  A.  M.  Thnckara,  Paris,  February  23. 

There  were  many  disturbing  factors  in  industrial  and  commercial 
affairs  in  France  during  1915.  Labor  was  scarce,  great  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  obtaining  raw  materials,  there  was  a-  great  lack 
of  transportation  facilities  by  both  land  and  water,  freight  rates 
were  abnormally  high,  embargoes  were  placed  on  the  export  of  many 
products,  articles  that  form  a  large  part  of  the  country's  foreign 
trade  were  requisitioned  by  the  Government  for  war  purposes,  prices 
of  materials  necessar}"  for  the  industries  were  greatly  increased,  all 
of  which  naturally  tended  to  decrease  the  volume  of  merchandise 
available  for  shipment  to  foreign  countries.  The  demands  for  mili- 
tary and  other  purposes  incident  to  war  conditions  were  greatly  in 
excess  of  the  normal  native  production,  therefore  it  was  necessary 
to  purchase  large  quantities  of  many  kinds  of  products  abroad, 
which  forced  upward  the  total  of  the  imports. 
Foreign  Trade  of  France. 

The  value  of  the  French  foreign  trade  during  1915,  not  including 
gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  and  the  baser  coinage,  according 
to  the  official  provisional  statistics  was  $-2.14:1.081,24:2  as  compared 
with  $2,175,303,579  in  1914,  a  decrease  of  $33,022,337.  The  value  of 
the  imports  in  1915  was  81.558,370.950  as  against  $1,235,018,017,  an 
increase  of  $322,758,339,  and  the  value  of  the  exports  was  $583,304,- 
286  as  compared  with  $939,084,902,  a  decrease  of  $350,380,070. 

The  imports  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  and  of  the  baser 
coins  in  1915  were  valued  at  $22,135,942  as  against  $184,489,005  in 
1914,  a  decrease  of  $102,353,723.  and  the  value  of  the  exports  was 
$28,703,340  and  39,892.907,  respectively. 

The  imports  of  gold  coin  and  bullion  decreased  from  $103,100,000 
in  1914  to  $0,884,310  in  1915.  The  exports  during  1915  were  $22,- 
230,705  compared  with  $13,701,093  in  1914. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  silver  coin  and  bullion  in  1915  were 
$15,249,509  and  $0,408,202,  respectively,  as  compared  with  $21,312,- 
797  and  $25,885,932,  respectively,  in  1914. 

Trade  by  Groups  of  Articles. 

In  the  following  statement  are  shown  the  values  of  the  imports 
and  exports,  not  including  gold,  silver,  etc.,  for  the  past  two  years, 
arranged  by  classes . 
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Classes. 

Import?. 

Exports. 

1914 

1S15 

1914 

1915 

Food  products                         .      

5350,002,991 
677,072,371 
20S,543,25o' 

$-192,02»,603 
608,632,062 
457,716,291 

5121,676,649 

250, 716, 650 

497,117,820 

67,173,843 

8104,931,591 

122,927,297 

320,842,621 

34  602  777 

Materiiils  for  the  industries 

Manufactures 

Postal  packages 

Total 

1,235,618,617 

1,558,375,956 

939, 684,  %2 

583,304,286 

The  balance  of  trade  against  France  during  1915  ^as  $975,072,670, 
taking  the  prices  fixed  by  the  customs  authorities  as  a  basis  for  the 
statistics  of  1915.  If  the  average  actual  prices  during  the  year  are 
considered,  the  excess  of  the  imports  over  the  exports  would  be  con- 
siderably greater.  This  is  the  most  important  factor  in  causing  the 
high  rate  of  exchange  between  New  York  and  Paris. 

Imports  and  Exports  by  Countries. 

The  value  of  the  trade  by  prmcipal  countries  for  the  past  two  years, 
not  includmg  gold  and  silver  coin,  etc.,  was  as  follows: 


Countries. 


Imports  from- 


Exports  to — 


1915 


United  States.... 

Algeria 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary . 

Belgium 

Brazil 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Russia 

Spain 

ST»-itzerland 

Turkey 

Other  countries . . 


S153,406, 
60,407, 
44,491, 
12,004, 
61,293, 
29,854. 

118, 57S; 

165, 188, 
33,5as, 
61.517, 
37,267, 
19,645, 
15, 170, 

423,291, 


5438, 
84, 

68, 

3, 
36, 

1, 

369, 

64, 

9, 
88, 
32, 

1, 
359, 


661,000 
155,000 
212,000 
483,000 
046,000 
5-l«,000 
023,000 
475,000 
659.000 
7s7,000 
987,000 
433,000 
679,000 
■229,000 


r72,702,000 
85,S05,0O0 
18,001,000 
6,158,000 

116,100,000 

7,547,000 

98,658,000 

224,393.000 
41,581,000 
11,579,000 
21,668,000 
58,828,000 
14,292,000 

162,372,000 


$73,505,000 
56,327,000 
15,591,000 


5,314,000 
8,090,000 


166,537,000 
51, 191=),  000 
9,770,000 
20,857,000 
49,078,000 


127,039,000 


Total 1,235,619,000  ;1, 558, 377, 000 

I 


939,685,000 


583,304,000 


The  United  States  headed  the  list  of  countries  for  the  first  time 
in  1915  in  the  value  of  exports  to  France,  Great  Britain  ranking 
second,  and  Spam  third.  "While  the  United  Kingdom  was  the  best 
customer  for  French  products  during  the  past  year,  the  United  States 
follows  with  a  value  of  $73,505,000.  Besides  the  United  States,  the 
only  other  countries  named  in  the  table  showing  an  increase  in  their 
purchases  from  France  in  1915  were  Brazil  and  Italy.  As  to  the 
imports,  all  of  the  countries  mentioned  except  those  with  which 
France  is  at  war,  and  Belgium  and  Russia,  showed  notable  increases 
in  their  shipments  to  France  during  1915,  the  share  of  the  United 
States  in  the  total  import  trade  being  28  per  cent. 

Principal  Imports  and  Exports. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  weights  and  values  of  the 
principal  imports  into  and  the  exports  from  France  during  the  past 
two  years.  The  weights  are  in  metric  tons  of  2.201.G  pounds  each,  and 
the  values  in  United  States  currency  on  the  basis  of  19.3  cents  to 
the  franc: 


FRANCE. 


Alleles. 


IMP0ET3. 

Automobiles: 

Pleasure,  etc 

Commercial,  etc 

Foodstulls: 

Barley 

Com 

Oats 

Kve 

^V"hea  t 

■\Vheat  Hour 

Ruildiag  and  other  materials 

Cellulose 

Chemical  products: 

Aniline  colors 

Coal-tar  products 

Potassium  and  soda 

Superphosphates  and  chemical  fertilizer 

Others 

Coal,  and  manufactures  of: 

Briquets 

Ccaf. 

Coke 

Coal  tar 

Cocca  beans,  raw 

Coffee 

Copper ,  raw 

Copper,  sheets ,  wire,  etc 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cotton  textiles 

Raw  and  ILaters 

Yarn 

Eggs 

Flax 

Feedstuffs: 

Bran 

Hay  and  straw 

Rice  waste 

Oil  cake  and  moal 

Fish 

Fruits  (table) 

Glass  and  glassware 

Guano  and  similar  fertilizers 

Hides  and  skins: 

Prepared 

Raw 

Iron  and  steel 

Iron  and  steel  machinery 

Iron  and  steel  tools  and  "metal  work 

Ore 

Jute 

Lead 

Nickel 

Oils: 

Cotton 

Olive 

Palm 

Lubricating,  mineral 

Petroleum,  crude  and  refined 

Phosphates: 

Natural 

Superphosphates 

Provisions: 

Butter 

Lard 

Meat,  fresh  or  refrigerated 

Tallow 

Rice  and  rice  flour 

Rubber: 

Crude 

Manufactured 

Saltpeter 

Seeds: 

Clover,  etc 

Beets 

Others  for  sowing 

Oil  seeds  and  fruits 

Silk: 

Manufactures  of 

Raw 

Yam 


1914 


Tons. 


1,927 
454 

103, 6G8 
414,580 
514,874 
21,514 
,656,946 
93, 172 
,471,663 
318, 715 

1,360 

72,467 

8,481 

163,110 

207,083 

749, 060 

,430,258 

,  457, 931 

229, 084 

27,500 

116,419 

78,522 

11,618 

4,948 

206, 624 

1,928 

21,380 

75,385 

201,853 
8,268 

76,980 
103,924 

66, 436 
171,  K)3 

23, 234 

42, 409 

5,231 

52,834 

109, 550 

149, 560 

46, 810 

,044,169 

61,396 

41,910 

3,174 

4,795 

17, 105 

13, 103 

101,170 

488, 535 

661,429 
58,155 

6,194 
3,603 
19,325 
17,190 
243,956 

11,566 

2,038 

297,190 

157 

4,191 

6,901 

905,015 

532 

15,038 

123 


Value. 


$2, 790, 000 
4S2.000 

3,909,000 

12,082,000 

20,2S9,oao 

67S. 003 

80,767,000 

6,821,000 

3,411,000 

8,075,000 

867,090 

3,292,000 

505, 000 

1,769,000 

15,883,000 

3,831,000 
71,473,000 
8, 160, 000 
2,415,000 
9, 235, 000 
38,871,000 
24,248,000 
3, 133, 000 

8, 236, 000 
64, 747, 000 
4,032.000 
5, 443, 000 
13, 437, 000 

5,844,000 
112,000 
3,306,000 
3,008,000 
12, 588, 000 
9, 189, 000 
3, 437, 000 
1,045,000 

9, 162, 000 
34, 056, 000 
4,914,000 
41,695,000 
10,  779, 000 
11,155.000 
6,874,000 
3,941,000 
2,021,000 

895,000 

4,072,000 

1,629,000 

3,102,000 

23, 219, 000 

4,104,000 
533,000 

3,630,000 
1,008,000 
6,437,000 
2,651,000 
13,536,000 

13,751,000 
4,970,000 
17,207,000 

64,000 

809,003 

1,66),  000 

62,422,000 

6,061,000 

51,745,033 

465,003 


1915 


Tons. 


1,443 
20,395 


92 
446: 
821 

1,671 
303 
40 
2S4 

1 
43 
19 

29 
205; 

400, 

19, 0G7 

224 

159 

37 

138, 

111 

14 

67 
232 

'22^ 
5' 
3 


71 
9 

59 
199, 

23 
3 

14 

23 

902, 

100 

164 

397 

75 

51 

3 

12, 
15 

20 
106, 

480, 

325 
14 


8 
182 
10 

129; 

13 

2 

254 


2, 

1 

659 


4.32 

9,337 

95 


Value. 


$2,088,000 
21,649,000 

3,417.000 

14,522,003 

32,374,003 

21,000 

81,713,000 

22,217,003 

190,033 

7,617,093 

585,000 

1,&46,000 

922,000 

275,000 

20,778,000 

2,0.50,000 
88,322,000 

1, 272, 000 

1,687,000 
12, 614, 000 
46,174,000 
34, 400. 000 

4, 436, 000 

71,794,000 

76, 551, 000 

45,195,000 

1, 469, 000 

403,000 

467, 000 

1,042,000 

3,081,000 

222,000 

12,304,000 

10,024,000 

1,648,000 

87,000 

20, 768, 000 

13, 889, 000 

27,391,000 

25,573,000 

17,796,000 

4, 516, 000 

8, 436, 000 

4,743,000 

2, 728, 000 

2, 063, 000 
3,655,000 
2,587,000 
3, 108, 000 
23,478,000 

1,952,000 
129,000 

456,000 

2,428,000 

62,140,000 

1,571,000 

7,168,000 

15,810,000 
4,928,000 
14,707,000 

17,000 

429,000 

272,000 

49,156,000 

4,278,000 

40,493,000 

229,000 
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Articles. 


1914 


Tons. 


Value. 


Value. 


IMPORTS — continued. 
Sugar: 

French,  colonial,  raw 

Foreisrn,  raw — 

Cane 

Beet 

Refined  su^jar: 

Candied 

Other 

Sulphur 

Tin. 


Tobacco  and  manufactures  of; 

Clears  (number) 

Cigarettes 

Other 

Raw,  in  leaf 

Wines 

Wood: 

For  building 

For  furniture 

Dyewood 

Woo!: 

Raw 

Manufactured 

Yam 

Zinc 

Other  articles 


Total. 


Books,  engravings,  and  lithographs 

Building  materials 

Chemical  fertilizers  and  superphosphates. 
Coal  and  manufactiu-es  of: 

Briquets 

Coal 

Coke 

Clothing: 

Men 's 

Women's 

Colors 

Cotton  and  manufactures  of: 

Manufactiu'es 

Raw  and  waste 

Yam 

Fats  of  all  kinds 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hides  and  "skins: 

Prepared 

Raw 

Iron  and  steel: 

Ore 

Macliinerv 

Tools  and  metal  goods 

Pig  iron,  iron  and  steel 

Leather  goods 

Musical  instruments 

Parisian  novelties,  brushes,  buttons,  etc.. 

Paper  and  manufactures  of 

Perfumery 

Porcelain  ware 

Potatoes 

Provisions: 

Butter ^. . . 

Cheese 

Margarine 

Resins,  native 

Rubber  and  manufactures  of: 

Crude 

Manufactures 

Silk  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Sil';  goods 

Yam 

Stone  and  earths 

Sugar 

Table  fraits 

Vegetable  oils 


110,234 

52,205 
7,051 

355 

3,939 

116,018 

7,216 

IG,  14S,  200 

94 

1 

27,827 

797,831 

821,920 
63,208 
75, 138 

214, 5&8 

4,128 

670 

30,651 


S8, 085, 000 

3,027,000 
504,000 

40,000 

305,000 

2,521,000 

5,568,000 

415,000 

415,000 

1,000 

5,573,000 

42,641,000 

18,498,000 
2,290,000 
1,654,000 

105,035,000 

9,007,000 

8K),000 

3,331,000 

219,216,000 


1,235,619,000 


10, 963 
998,106 
364,851 

106, 333 
701,661 
105, 433 

1,885 

i,2a5 

55,465 

40,810 
45,394 
3,329 
19, 208 
105, 190 

10,669 
45, 6.J6 

4,828.592 

57. 73S 

100,977 

419, 142 

3,285 

1.SS7 

12. 027 

40,  .525 

7.088 

16.. 591 

108.223 

20,239 

12,0.55 

3,494 

46,486 

6,513 
6,081 

5,911 
5.051 
949 
394.678 
110.207 
89,903 
46,314 


18,301,000 
4,297,000 
3,167,000 

58.5,000 

3,386,000 

631,000 

3,996,000 
21,618,000 
3,647,000 

54,215,000 
13,400,000 
1,978,000 
3,158.000 
6, 336, 000 

19,680,000 
22,866,000 

4,660,000 

16.672.000 

16,%2,000 

8.428.000 

14.045.000 

2,048,000 

25,460.000 

7,802.000 

3.719.000 

3.447.000 

2,715,000 

10,739,000 

4,514.000 

7.37,000 

2,187,000 

7,743.000 
16,395,000 

25,724,000 
59,841,000 
3.339.000 
1.409.000 
10,015.000 
9,335.000 
7.725,000 


104,855 

111,564 
45,505 


57,690,000 

7,751,000 
3,250,000 


261,407 

102,757 

9,003 

11,493,100 

105 

79 

23,326 

990,846 

380,805 
14,209 
67,584 

68,100 

32,882 

4,640 

36,125 


24,217,000 
2,260,000 
6,956,000 

197,000 
405,000 

128,000 
4,583,000 
50,571,000 

8,388,000 

470,000 

1,478,000 

32, 187, 000 

73, 580, 000 

6, 203, 000 

3,930,000 

331,750,000 


1,558,377,000 


5,308 
391,673 
67,633 

62, 416 
145, 304 
32,185 

393 

868 

31,803 

20,010 

8,828 

1,002 

8, 862 

63,058 

4.530 
21,467 

94,864 

15.475 

28,220 

152.117 

2,112 

1,840 

9.941 

30, 235 

7,311 

7,801 

105, 198 

22,K!3 

7.367 
2,085 
54,053 

2,335 
4,974 

5,272 
5,829 
872 
223,029 
101,173 
58,333 
49,41t 


8,001,000 

1,608,000 

691,000 

343, 000 
701,000 
193,000 

1,158,000 
17,182,000 
2,326,000 

29,414,000 

2,590,000 

684,000 

1,463,000 

3,460,000 

8,081,000 
10,451,000 

91,000 
5,445.000 
6,206,000 
2.857,000 

13.362.000 
2,598,000 

20,042.000 
5.870.000 
3,487,000 
2,001.000 
2,639,000 

12,059,000 

2,758.000 

439,000 

2,501,000 

2,776,000 
13,959,000 

24,209,000 
63.558.000 
3,436,000 
817,000 
9,289,000 
8,487,000 
8,126,000 


FRANCE. 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Tons. 

Value. 

Tons. 

Value. 

EXTORTS— continued. 
Wheat  flour 

22,714 
132,850 

94,971 
221,508 
873,455 

15,888 

62, 371 

7.381 

21,891 



SI.  447.001) 
25,587,000 

7.170.000 
4,276,000 
0,316.000 

29,767,000 
50,198,000 
9,857.000 
67,174.000 
290,971,000 

53,795 
116,465 

123,351 
,50,003 
G58, 724 

1,430 

5,200 

56 

11,519 

$3,426,000 
20,251,000 

5  787  000 

■Wood: 

For  building 

1,22;}.  000 
4  332  000 

Other 

Wool  and  manufactures  of: 

Manufactured 

2,593,000 

3  874,000 

Yam 

76.000 

Postal  pac'  ages 

34.603,000 

Other  articles 

201.721.000 

Total 

939,685,000 

583,304,000 

Sources  of  Imports. 

Practically  all  the  increases  shown  in  the  statement  of  imports 
are  in  automobiles,  foodstuffs,  cotton  and  woolen  textiles,  mmiitions 
of  war  and  materials  and  machines  for  manufacturing  the  same.  The 
purchases  of  commercial  automobiles  for  army  purposes  broke  all 
records,  the  imports  increasing  from  454  tons,  of  a  value  of  $482,000, 
in  1914  to  20,395  tons,  valued  at  $21,649,000,  in  1915.  Increased  im- 
ports of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  were  also  necessaiy  to  make  up  tho 
deficit  caused  b}^  the  smaller  native  crop.  Of  the  total  receipts  of 
wheat  in  1915  the  United  States  again  led  all  other  countries  in. 
furnishing  850.460  tons;  Argentina,  464,440  tons,  as  compared  wdth 
only  53,841  tons  in  1914;  Algeria,  116,139  tons;  Eus.sia,  96,923  tons; 
and  British  India,  35,637  tons.  In  addition  there  were  imported 
303.446  tons  of  v.lieat  flour,  against  93,172  tons  during  the  previous 
year,  the  United  States  furnishing  227,760  tons;  The  principal 
sources  of  supply  of  oats  in  1915  were  the  United  States,  with  625,411 
tons;  Algeria,  with  103,200  tons;  and  Argentina,  with  67,410 
tons.  Of  the  total  receipts  of  corn  in  1915,  255,491  tons  came  from 
Argentina,  93,700  tons  from  the  United  States,  and  84,013  tons  from 
Indo- China. 

As  a  result  of  the  removal  of  customs  duties  on  frozen  meats,  and 
the  restrictions  regarding  the  butchering  of  animals  and  of  the  ever- 
increasing  use  of  refrigerated  meats  in  the  larger  cities,  almost  tho 
entire  imports  of  fresh  meats  in  1915,  amounting  to  182,398  tons,  were 
preserved  by  cooling  processes.  Of  the  total  receipts,  9,233  tons  vrere 
of  refrigerated  mutton,  32  tons  of  pork,  and  172,980  tons  of  frozen 
beef  and  other  meat. 
Receipts  of  Coal  and  Copper — Cotton  Imports. 

As  the  supply  from  Germany  and  Belgium  was  shut  off*.  Franco 
had  to  depend  upon  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  in  1915  for 
its  foreign  coal  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  the  native  production. 
Of  the  foreign  coal  receipts  in  1915,"^  Great  Britain  furnished 
18,918,203  tons,  as  compared  with  10,759,058  tons  in  1914,  and  the 
United  States  145,398  tons.  The  imports  of  Ainerican  coal  in  1914 
w^ere  not  separately  given,  but  Avere  classified  among  other  countries. 
French  purchasers  of  American  coal  Avould  have  been  mucli  greater 
had  means  of  transportation  been  avaihible. 


6  SUPPLEMENT    TO   COMMEECE   EEPOETS. 

The  imports  of  raw  copper  in  1915,  namely,  111,400  tons,  were  the 
largest  ever  knoAvn  in  France,  the  previous  record  being  01,800  tons 
in  1913.  Of  the  receipts  in  1915,  103,291  tons  came  from  the  United 
States,  4,015  tons  from  England,  and  4,094  tons  from  other  countries. 

All  the  raw  materials  for  the  textile  industries  enumerated  in  the 
foregoing  table,-  with  the  exception  of  cotton,  showed  decreased  re- 
ceipts during  1915.  Of  the  total  amount  of  raw  cotton  and  linters 
imported  in  1915,  197,575  tons  came  from  the  United  States,  against 
133,648  tons  in  1914,  11,434  tons  from  British  India,  10,907  tons  from 
Egypt,  and  6,281  tons  from  England. 

Increased  Imports  of  Lard  and  Sugar. 

The  lard  receipts  increased  from  3,603  tons  in  1914  to  8,675  tons 
during  the  past  year,  of  which  the  United  States  sent  7,052  tons. 
Tallow  showed  a  falling  oif  in  the  imports  of  7,014  tons  as  compared 
with  1914,  the  figures  being  10,176  tons  for  1915  compared  with 
17,190  tons  for  1914.  Of  the  imports  in  1915  the  United  States  sent 
2,094  tons  against  2,654  tons  during  the  previous  year. 

Owing  to  the  decreased  production  of  sugar  in  France  during 
1915,  on  account  of  a  large  part  of  the  beet-grov/ing  country  being 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  large  imports  of  foreign  cane  and  beet  sugar 
were  necessary.  The  receipts  of  cane  sugar  increased  from  52,205 
tons  in  1914  to  111,564  tons  in  1915,  and  beet  sugar  from  7,051  tons 
to  45,505  tons.  Of  the  cane  sugar  the  United  States  furnished 
36,925  tons;  Dutch  India,  40,174  tons;  Peru,  15,753  tons;  Cuba, 
6,143  tons,  and  the  Dominican  Eepublic  5,556  tons.  On  the  imports  of 
refined  sucar  in  1915,  namely  261,407  tons,  the  United  States  shipped 
128,294  tons;  Dutch  India,  61,034  tons;  the  Netherlands,  23,999  tons, 
and  Italy  17,812  tons.  Other  sources  of  supply  in  the  order  of  the 
importance  of  their  shipments  were  Belgium,  Argentina,  Demnark, 
and  Egypt. 

Countries  Supplying  Rubber — Imports  of  Rubber  Manufactures. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  imports  of  crude  rubber  and  gutta 
percha  from  11,566  tons  in  1914  to  13,298  tons  in  1915,  and  in  the  re- 
ceipts of  manufactured  rubber  from  2,038  to  2,541  tons.  Of  the  raw 
product  Great  Britain  w^as  the  largest  shipper  in  1915,  Avith  8,708 
tons,  against  5,108  tons  in  1914;  then  came  the  French  colonial  pos- 
sessions in  Africa  including  French  Kongo  with  1,015  tons;  Brazil, 
with  831  tons  against  1,755  tons  in  1914,  and  British  India  with  635 
tons.  The  increase  in  the  imports  of  manufactured  rubber  was  prin- 
cipally due  to  the  large  receipts  of  rubber  shoes  which  amounted  to 
1,005  tons  against  75  tons  in  1914  and  200  tons  imported  for  the  use 
of  the  army  during  the  past  year  and  not  included  in  the  statistics. 

Imports  for  Tlse  of  Military  Authorities. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  weights  in  metric  tons  and 
value  of  other  goods  imported  in  1915  for  the  use  of  military  authori- 
ties which  have  not  as  yet  been  included  with  the  foregoing  import 
figures.  The  values  given  below,  however,  are  arrived  at  by  taking 
the  price  units  used  in  making  up  the  official  tables  in  1915 : 


FRANCE. 


Article;. 


Anchors,  cables,  and  chains 

Blankets , 

Capsules,  fulminating 

powder , 

Cereals: 

Barley 

Corn 

Oats , 

Wheat 

Wheat  flour , 

Chemical  i^roducts: 

Ammonia,  salts  of , 

Chlorine,  liquefied , 

Coal-tar  products , 

Copper,  sulphate  of 

Formaldeh  j'de 

Glycerin , 

Indigo 

Iodine 

Mercury 

Picric  acid 

I'otash,    permanganate 

of 

Salt 

Soda  and  carbonate 

Soda,  caustic 

Soda,  nitrate  of 

Oth'jr  chemical  products 


Quantity. 


Tom. 
6,203 
1,9-lS 

2,350 

8,519 
12,830 
15, 32S 
71,122 

4,307 

2,112 

20} 

2,936 

0,917 

27 

36 

105 

21 

31 

281 

23 
91 
39 
13t 
3,P0S 
3So 


Value. 


$598,000 
3,088,000 

5,  S96, 000 

420, 000 
011,000 
766, 000 
3,706,000 
216,000 

211,000 
20,000 
117,000 
092,000 
22,000 
1-1,000 
309,000 
108,000 
31,000 
140,000 

5,000 
3,000 
5,000 
8,000 
59,000 
35,000 


Articles. 


Coal,  etc 

Cotton,  raw 

Cotton  textiles 

Forage 

Hid^s  and  skins,  prepared. 

Horses 

Iron,  steel,  and  steel  wire.. 
Leather  goods: 

Shoes 

Saddles 

Meats: 

Beef,  etc 

Canned  meats 

Mutton 

Pork,  ham,  etc 

Sacks,  new 

Spir  ts,  all  kinds 

Sugar,  rclinod 

Vchi'l\s,  including  auto- 
mobiles  

Wearing  apparel 

Wool,  raw 

Woolen  textiles 

Other  articles 


Quantity 


Tons. 
1,509 
4,590 
8,900 
8,033 
1,881 
0  0,718 
24,773 

61,483,230 
a  11,014 

27, 013 
1,435 
2, 212 
4, 1.53 
1, 60S 
c  480, 145 
1,500 

2,919 
1,384 
15, 303 
14,218 
15, 255 


Total. 


Value 


88,000 
1,512,000 
8,890,000 
113,000 
2.821,000 
2,020,000 
7,432,000 

5,72.5,000 
221,000 

10,805,000 
574,000 
885,000 
1,661,000 
667, 000 
453,000 
150, 003 

2,6.50,003 
2,070,000 
7,051,000 
32,700,003 
12,183,003 


113,52  ,033 


o  Number. 


6  Pairs. 


c  Gallons. 


If  the  value  of  these  additional  imports  be  considered,  the  unfavor- 
able balance  of  the  foreign  trade  of  France  in  1915  was  nearly  $1,100,- 
000,000  instead  of  $975,072,670,  as  before  stated. 

As  many  of  the  above-mentioned  articles  were  of  American  origin 
the  share  of  the  United  States  in  the  French  import  trade  during 
1915  was  much  larger  than  that  .shown  by  the  tabulated  official  sta- 
tistics. 

Revival  of  the  Export  Trade. 

As  regards  the  exports  of  French  products  in  1915,  a  comparison 
with  1914  is  that  of  an  entire  year  under  war  conditions  with  a  year 
which  was  affected  b}^  the  restrictions  and  prohibitions  incident  to  the 
war  during  only  the  last  five  months.  During  the  first  semester  of 
1915  the  foreign  shipments  were  $371,671,000  less  than  in  1914,  but 
during  the  last  six  montlis  the  exports  showed  an  increase  of 
$15,290,000  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  x\s  an  indication 
of  the  slow  but  gradual  revival  of  the  industries  of  France  it  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  statement  showing  the  values  of  tlie  exports 
of  manufactured  articles  from  France,  month  by  month,  during  the 
past  two  years,  that  the  foreign  shipments  of  these  products  reached 
their  lowest  level  in  January,  1915.  Since  that  month  there  Avas 
virtualh^  a  steady  increase,  the  exports  in  December,  1915,  amounting 
to  more  than  twice  those  of  the  previous  January. 


Month. 


January. . 
February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 


1914 


$40, 197, 000 
58,318,000 
62,306,000 
59, 207, 000 
64,822,000 
54,472,000 
49,083,000 


1915 


$15, 0.58, 000 
22, 559, 000 
26,478,000 
26,635,000 
26, 292. 000 
2S,2S4,000 
25,171,000 


Month. 


August S19, 513, 000 

September 26, 611, 000 

October 19,711.000 

November 16. 390, 000 

December 25, 888, 000 


Total 407,11S,000 


1915 


829,609.003 
23, 80'),  000 
29,114,000 
31,145,000 
31,686,000 


320,843,003 
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Articles  Showing  Increased  Exports. 

The  only  items  mentioned  in  the  list  of  French  exports  that  did 
not  show  a  decrease  during  1915  were  musical  instruments,  butter, 
native  resins,  silk  goods  and  silk  yarns,  vegetable  oils,  and  wheat 
flour.  The  increase  in  the  shipments  of  musical  instruments  was  due 
mostly  to  the  fact  that  purchasers  were  unable  to  obtain  goods  from 
Germany,  hitherto  one  of  the  principal  sources  of  supply.  The  chief 
reason  for  the  increased  export  of  butter  was  that  the  purchases  of 
Great  Britain  were  unusually  large,  the  exports  to  that  country  being 
10,431  tons  of  fresh  butter  in  1915  against  7,237  tons  in  19i4,  and 
9,746  tons  of  the  salted  product  as  compared  with  8,214  tons  during 
the  previous  year.  The  increase  in  the  shipments  of  native  resins  was 
due  to  the  larger  demands  for  the  manufacture  of  munitions  of  war. 
Almost  all  of  the  exports  went  to  Great  Britain. 

In  1915  the  United  States  bought  1,508  tons  of  silk  goods  against 
942  tons  in  1914,  and  the  shipments  would  have  been  larger  had  the 
local  manufacturers  been  able  to  fill  their  American  orders. 

The  increase  in  the  exports  of  vegetable  oils  was  principally  owing 
to  the  large  shipments  made  to  Switzerland,  14.328  tons  against 
7,378  tons  in  1914,  and  to  Ital}^  7,G29  tons  as  compared  with  5,043 
tons  during  the  previous  year.  The  exports  to  Great  Britain  were 
about  the  same  as  in  1914,  while  those  to  the  United  States  shov\^ed  a 
slight  decrease. 

The  unusuallj'  large  shipments  of  wheat  flour  during  1915  were 
principally  for  the  use  of  the  French  and  British  troops  and  of  cer- 
tain of  France's  allies. 

Articles  Showing  Large  Decrease  in  Exports. 

All  the  rest  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  list  of  exports  showed 
decreases  in  the  shipments  in  1915.  Iron  ore,  which  amounted  to 
over  4,820,000  tons  in  1914,  receded  to  94,8G4  tons  in  1915.  Other  of 
the  more  notable  decreases  were:  Building  materials  from  996,106 
to  391,673  tons;  coal  from  701,601  to  145.304  tons;  glass  and  glass- 
ware from  105,190  to  63,058  tons;  tools  and  metal  goods  from  100,977 
to  28,220  tons;  table  fruits  from  89.903  to  58.333  tons;  wines  from 
232,850  to  116,465  tons;  manufactured  wool  from  15,888  to  1,430 
tons;  raw  wool  and  waste  from  62,371  to  5,200  tons;  and  wool  j^arn 
from  7,381  to  56  tons. 

Import  and  Export  Trade  with  Certain  Coiuitries. 

To  indicate  in  detail  the  nature  of  the  trade  between  France  and 
the  principal  countries  in  Mhose  markets  supplies  were  purchased  in 
1915  or  in  which  outlets  for  the  sale  of  French  products  were  fomicl, 
the  table  below  shows  the  values  of  the  exports  and  imports  to  or 
from  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  Italy,  Spain,  and  Argentina. 

Germany,  Belgium,  and  Russia  ha^■e  been  eliminated  from  the  list 
of  the  countries  with  which  France  usually  does  most  business  which 
was  given  in  the  annual  report  of  this  consulate  general  for  1914, 
as  the  French  trade  with  these  countries  has  either  been  entirely  sup- 
pressed or  greatly  hindered,  owing  to  the  abnormal  war  conditions. 
Spain,  Italy,  and  Argentina  have  been  substituted  for  the  countries 
omitted. 


FRANCE. 


Articles. 


United 
States. 


Great 
Britain. 


Italy. 


Spain. 


Argentina. 


FRENCH  EXPORTS. 


Chemicals 

Colors  and  inks 

Cotton  goods 

Feathers 

Flowers,  leaves,  and  artificial  fruit 

Hides  and  skins: 

Prepared 

Raw 

Iron  and  steel: 

Machinery 

Tools  and  metal  v.-ork 

Jewelry: 

Real 

Imitation 

Leather  goods 

Lingerie  and  wearing  apparel 

Medicines 

Milk,  butter,  and  cheese 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

Parisian  novelties,  brushes,  buttons,  etc. 

Perfumery  and  soap 

Potatoes  and  dry  vegetables 

Pottery,  glass,  and  crystal 

Rubber  goods 

Seeds  for  sowing 

Silk: 

Manufactures 

Raw 

.Table  fruit 

Wines 

AVool: 

Manufactured 

Raw  and  waste 

Postal  packages 

Other  articles 


§2,350,000 


$6,809,000 


7,326,000 
2,329,000 
1,125,000 

1,87.3,000 
3, 623, 000 

121,000 
432,000 


390, 000 
4,117,000 
3,271,000 


3, 749, 000 
2,508,000 
3,113,000 

5,632,000 
2,485,000 

516, 000 
1,071,000 

120, 000 
1,9.56,000 
6,891,000 
3,661,000 


$1,1.53,000 
262,000 
176,000 
101,000 


$855, 000 
142,000 
501,000 


1,621,000 
2,421,000 

571,000 
731,000 

74,000 


1,729,000 
3.53, 000 


670,000 
553, 000 


3S,000 
294,000 


271,000 


Total. 


FEEXCn  IMPORTS. 

Automobiles  and  other  vehicles. 

Cereals 

Coal  and  its  products 

Coflee 

Copper 

Cotton: 

Manufactures 

Raw 

Hay,  straw,  and  bran 

Hides  and  skins: 

Prepared 

Raw 

Horses 

Iron  an;I  ste3l: 

Machinery 

Tools  and  metal  work 

Jute 

Lingerie  and  wearing  apparel. . . 
Meats: 

Fresh  and  refrigerated 

Salted, etc 

Petroleum,  crude  and  refined. . . 
Rubber: 

Crude 

Manufactured 

Silk: 

Raw 

Textiles 

Thi 


Tobacco,  leaf  and  manufactiu'ed . 
Wood: 

Ordinary 

Exotic 

Wool: 

Raw 

Manufactured 

Other  articles 


622,000 
1,709,000 
2,367,000 

92.8,000 


1,3.5S,000 


3,143,000 

18,829,000 

4.52,000 

2,440,000 

1,883,000 

253,000 


12,564,000 


10,993,000 
2,736,000 
10,727,000 
870, 000 
773,000 
1,740,000 
4,283,000 
1,049,000 

31,593,000 

881,000 

4,108,000 

4,840,000 

1,128,000 

273, 000 

2,188,000 

49,241,000 


633,000 
219, 000 
343, 000 


363, 000 

2,2.50,000 

191,000 

632,000 
11,457,000 


455, 000 
169,000 
150, 000 
79-1,000 
701,000 
85, OOO 
16;  000 

289,  mo 

935, 000 


1,842,000 
633,000 


306,000 

68,000 

1,555,000 

2,541,000 

23,257,000 


195,000 

102,000 

525,000 

729,000 

8,099,000 


73, 505, 000 


166,537,000 


51,196,000 


20,857,000 


26,251,000 

85,216,000 

674,000 

6.3.5,000 

34,219,000 

3, 75 1, 000 

65, 200, 000 

598, 000 

5,647,000 

433,000 

47,093,000 

13,315,000 
5,7ti8,000 


1,292,000 

2,495,000 

90,916,000 


3,179,000 


7,143,000 

15,506.000 
12,077,000 
20, 442, 000 

474,000 
1,323,000 


2,703,000 

33,982,000 

1,649,000 

61,000 

7,614,000 

2,006,000 

42,000 

7,913,000 
8,138,000 
6,812,000 
6,071,000 

7,982,000 
1,513,000 


14,393, 
67, 
10, 

781, 
93, 


371,000 

15,014,000 
236,000 


3,509,000 
610,000 


226, 
1,313, 


698,000   3,891,000 


2,416,000 

1,346,000 
39, 000 


10,352,000 
3,021,000 

298,000 
1,507,000 
1,171,000 


4, 835, 000 
108,000 


140,000 


9,724,000 
79,362,000 


7,047,000 
39,019,000 
124,905,000 


14,000 


38,524,000 


9,000 


351,000 


230,000 


711,000 
14,320,000 
49,732,000 


Total '438,661,000 


309,47.5,000 


61,653,000     88,987,000 


5642,000 

.52,000 

1,057,000 


73,003 

65,000 
400,000 

129,003 

"i.57,6o6 
3,975,000 
6.57,000 
131,000 
5.50, 000 
710,000 
347, 000 
489,000 
317,000 
312,000 


1,291,003 

"  "41,' 666 

1,067,000 
144,000 

'"'32i,'666 

2,664,000 


15,591,000 


36,291,000 


40,000 


147, 000 
8,645,000 


5,145,000 


301,000 


750,000 

10,842,000 
2,127,000 
3,924,003 


68,212,000 
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It  will  bo  seen  from  the  above  table  that  in  11U5,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  value  of  the  shipments,  the  United  States  was  the 
best  market  for  the  French  mannfactiires  of  cotton,  raw  hides  and 
skins,  perfumery  and  soap,  and  seeds  for  sowing;  Spain  for  ma- 
chinery; Italy  for  raw  silk  and  wool,  and  postal  packages;  and  Ar- 
gentina for  real  jewelry,  lingerie  and  wearing  apparel,  and  medi- 
cines; and  Great  Britain  for  chemicals,  feathers,  artificial  flowers 
and  fruit,  prepared  skins,  tools  and  metal  work,  imitation  jewehy, 
leather  goods,  milk,  butter  and  cheese,  paper  and  paper  goods, 
Parisian  novelties,  potatoes  and  dry  vegetables,  potter}',  glass  and 
crystal,  rubber  goods,  manufactures  of  silk,  table  fruit,  Avines,  and 
manufactures  of  wool. 

As  to  shipments  to  France  the  United  States  leads  in  automobiles 
and  other  vehicles,  cereals,  copper,  raw  cotton,  forage,  horses,  ma- 
chinery', lingeries  and  wearing  apparel,  fresh,  refrigerated,  and  salted 
meats,  ]ietroleum  (crude  and  refined),  tobacco,  and  ordinary  wood. 
Argentina  shipped  more  raw  wool;  Italy  led  in  exports  of  raw  silk; 
and  Great  Britain  in  the  shipments  of  coal  and  its  products,  manu- 
factures of  cotton,  raw  and  prepared  hides  and  skins,  tools  and  metal 
work,  jute,  crude  and  manufactured  rubber,  silk  textiles,  tin,  and 
manufactured  wool. 
Trade  with  Brazil — Imports  of  Cotton  Goods. 

During  1915  Brazil  led  in  the  shipments  of  coffee  to  France,  with  a 
value  of  $30,652,000,  and  in  addition  exported  cocoa  beans  to  the 
value  of  $1,663,000,  raw  hides  and  skins  valued  at  $1,100,000,  raw 
rubber  of  a  value  of  $988,000,  and  raw  and  manufactured  tobacco 
amounting  to  $516,000.  As  a  market  for  French  goods  Brazil  pur- 
chased lingeries  and  wearing  apparel  of  a  value  of  $3,101,000;  cotton 
goods  valued  at  $599,000;  Parisian  novelties,  $159,000;  medicines, 
$446,000;  paper  and  manufactures  thereof,  $377,000;  silk  goods, 
$227,000 ;  and  wines  to  the  value  of  $238,000. 

The  imports  of  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  which  during  1915 
reached  abnormal  figures,  were  receiA'ed  from  unusual  sources,  espe- 
cially from  Spain  with  imports  amounting  to  over  $15,000,000  and 
from  Italy  with  shipments  exceeding  $14,000,000.  When  the  value 
of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  is  considered — $3,754,000  or 
barely  10  per  cent  of  those  from  Great  Britain  and  about  25  per 
cent  of  those  from  either  Italy  or  Spain,  it  will  be  readily  realized 
what  an  important  role  the  French  tariff  rates  play  in  regulating 
imports  and  in  favoring  those  countries  to  which  France  concedes 
the  minimum  tariff'.  The  rate  of  dut}^  on  American  cotton  goods 
ranges  from  25  to  50  per  cent  more  than  that  levied  on  the  cotton 
products  of  the  other  countries  mentioned. 
Possibilities  of  Trade  Extension. 

In  examining  the  foregoing  table  of  the  principal  imports  into 
France,  with  a  view"  to  determining  the  possibilities  of  the  extension 
of  American  trade  in  this  country,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
large  French  imports  in  1915  were  due  to  the  greater  purchases 
of  fuel,  food,  raw  material,  or  manufactured  articles  for  war  pur- 
poses, or  imported  to  replace  products  usually  made  at  home  but 
which,  either  because  their  manufacture  is  centei-ed  in  the  invaded 
districts  or  on  account  of  i^hortage  of  lnl)or,  etc..  it  was  impossible 
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to  produce  in  the  same  quantities  as  in  normal  times.  Still  it  Avoukl 
appear  that  this  is  the  psycholdgical  moment  for  manufacturers  in 
the  United  States  not  only  to  preserve  the  existing  outlets  for 
American  goods  in  France,  but  to  extend  further  afield  the  consump- 
tion of  American  manufactures. 
Exports  to  TJnited  States  by  Consular  Districts. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulates  and  agencies 
throughout  France  for  the  United  States  decreased  in  value  from 
$98,47i,148  for  1914  to  $80,781,938  for  1915.  Those  to  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  and  Porto  Rico  also  decreased.  The  following  were 
the  total  values  of  merchandise  invoiced  for  the  United  States,  the 
Philippine  Islands,  and  Porto  Rico  during  1914  and  1915 : 


Consular  district. 

1914 

1915 

Consular  district. 

1914 

1915 

TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Bordeaux 

$6,. 305, 4  87 

21,998 

3,685,840 

19,908 

81,287 

2,896,418 

2,349,997 

1,430,843 

1,595,437 

10,499,571 

317,473 

6, 142, 050 

37,GS0 

810,. 359 

531,314 

196,7.^0 

1,480,400 

54,271,376 

2,422,847 

337,618 

5, 125 

66,900 

2, 957,  770 

$5,566,372 

5,947 

3,481,843 

2  i,  4.56 

93, 120 

2,660,2!0 

1,824,697 

1,064,526 

1,501,981 

10,389,733 

140,635 

5, 065,. 552 

27,512 

1,150,199 

549, 708 

149,683 

1,277,329 

40,534,570 

1,953,486 

231,987 

15,248 

TO  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS— 

continued. 
Havre 

$720 

4,896 

31,052 

4,9S9 

10,098 

1,913 

2,057 

121 

689, 921 

3, 580 

8,200 

Bayonne 

$1,858 
7,112 

Calais 

La  Roehelle  (Cognac) 

Lyou 

36,561 

Dunlcirk 

Diion 

986 

Grenoble 

Marseille 

12, 259 

Havre 

Cette 

1,110 

La  Roehelle  (Cognac) 

Limoges 

Nantes 

3,509 

Nice 

405 

Lyon 

Paris 

579, 227 

Dijon 

Reims  "■ 

1,619 

Marseille 

St.  Etienne 

4,340 

Bastia,  Corsica 

Cette 

Total 

770, 973 

656,513 

TO  PORTO  RICO. 

Bordeaux 

Brest 

33, 743 

17,420 

9,671 

8,  SS8 

2,776 

819 

153 

153, 844 

3,530 

90 

Nice 

Paris 

11,045 

Reims  o. . 

Havre 

2, 853 

Eouen 

La  Roehelle  (Cognac) 

S,575 

3,102 

Dieopo 

Marseille 

205 

St.  Etienne 

3,073,114 

Bastia,  Corsica 

Total  b   . 

98,471,148 

80,784,938 

Paris  

88, 127 

236 

6,383 
6,980 

5,515 
2,015 

Total 

Bordeaux 

230,934 

115,143 

Calais 

a  Closed  Oct.  31,  1915. 

b  The  consulate  at  Roubaix,  beinc;  in  the  invaded  district  of  France  and  temporarily  closed,  Its  statistics 
were  not  available  and  are  not  included  in  the  totals  for  1914  and  1915. 

The  exports  to  Hawaii  were  valued  at  $9,134  for  1915  and  $8,837 
for  1914. 

The  returned  American  goods  were  valued  at  $622,751,  compared 
with  $1,236,756  for  1914. 
Export  Trade  of  Certain  Districts. 

The  only  consular  offices  reporting  net  increases  in  the  shipments 
to  the  United  States  were  Bonlogne,  Cette,  Dunkirk,  Amiens,  Nantes, 
and  St.  Etienne.  Havre  reports  increased  shipments  of  clover  seed, 
hides,  cigarette  paper,  sea  flint  pebbles,  pepper,  potash,  wine,  and 
colza  oil,"bnt  a  notable  decrease  in  total  exports.  At  Limoges,  owing 
to  scarcity  of  labor,  the  china  shipments  fell  off ;  walnuts  and  sheep- 
skins showed  an  increase.  At  Lyon,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
labor,  chemicals,  and  clyestuffs,  the  manufacturers  could  not  fill  their 
orders.     They  were  also  hampered  by  an  extraordinary  advance  of 
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the  finishing  costs,  followed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  by  a  rise  in 
the  cost  of  raw  silk;  otherwise  the  shipments  to  the  United  States  of 
silk  products  would  have  shown  a  considerable  increase.  At  St. 
Etienne  there  were  notable  increases  in  the  shi})ments  of  Roquefort 
cheese,  gloves,  laces,  and  velvet  ribbons,  the  latter  amounting  to 
$540,000.  In  silk  ribbons,  however,  there  was  a  diminution  of 
$350,000  in  the  exports. 

The  American  share  in  the  export  trade  of  this  country  is  gradually 
increasing,  for,  according  to  French  official  figures,  the  American  pur- 
chases from  France  during  the  first  11  months  of  1915  were  12.8  per 
cent  of  the  total  French  export  trade,  Avhile  during  the  same  period  of 
1914  the  percentage  was  only  6.L 
Articles  Invoiced  at  Paris  for  United  States. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  general  at  Paris 
for  the  United  States  decreased  in  value  from  $54,271,370  for  1914  to 
$40,534,570  for  1915.  The  following  were  the  principal  articles  and 
their  invoiced  value : 


Articles. 


Albumen 

Aluminium 

Antiques 

Paintings  and  frames 

Statuary 

Auto  carriages 

Auto     accessories      and 

tires  

Aero,  parts  of 

Blacking,  shoe 

Boas,  feather 

Bones  and  bone  goods 

Books  and  prints 

Bristles 

Bronzes 

Brushes 

Buttons  and  beads 

Carbons 

Carpets,  tapestry,  and  up- 

h^lstory 

Chemicals 

China,  earthenware 

Church  crnaments 

Clocks,  v.'atches,  and  parts 
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Costumes 

Colors,  artists'  material. . 

Curtains,  nettings , 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Fans 

Food  products  and  pea- 
nut oil 

Fancy  goods 

Furniture 

Furs 

Glassware 

Gloves  a 

Glue  and  gelatin 

Glj^cerin 

Hair 

Handkerchiefs 

Hardware , 

Hatters'  furs,  goods , 

Hides  and  skins , 

Horses 

Hosiery,  underwear,  cor- 
sets.!  


SI,  688 

312,005 

6,  742, 498 

3, 729,  744 

104,424 

347,947 

41,324 

12, 590 

4,080 

18,  .351 

35,  863 

262, 885 

84, 494 

106, 055 

451,865 

329, 728 

336, 220 

599, 046 

547, 830 
75,  893 
87, 309 

164, 333 
1, 876, 420 
103.738 
310, 424 
287, 106 
27, 245 

712, 966 

425, 761 

200, 003 

551, 892 

151,610 

957, 183 

358, 627 

151, 634 

132,  462 

65,371 

77, 595 

510, 640 

5,371,386 

227, 955 

594, 120 


1915 


$95, 798 

5, 442, 788 

1, 550, 259 

129, 971 

104, 116 

88,  873 


5,695 
20,313 
22, 035 
374, 531 
100, 027 
112,466 
245,631 
75, 706 
278, 414 

131,571 

8,605 

170, 797 

55,314 

i 
137,  471 
1, 773, 021 
84,937 
282,329 
178,  858 
20, 313 

631, 693 
507, 784 
190, 385 
417,257 
143, 1.59 
752, 650 
82, 656 


22, 827 

119, 229 

4,613 

187,093 

1,971,784 


211,908 


Articles. 


Household  and  personal 
effects 

Jewelry,  real  and  imita- 
tion  

Laces,  embroideries 

Leather  goods 

Lingerie 

Machinery 

Marbles ,  commerc  ial 

Metal  ware 

Mi'linery 

Millstones 

Mineral  waters 

Musical  instruments 

Optical  goods 

Pappr  and  stationery 

Perfumery  and  soap 

Photograph,  cinemato- 
graph supplies , 

Plants,  livin? 

Platinum,  iridium,  and 
palladium 

Rags 

Ribbons , 

Rubber  goods  and  waste. 

Saffron , 

Scientific  instruments 

Seeds 

Silver,  silverware 

Stones,  precious 

Suspenders 

Textiles  (silk,  cotton, 
wool,  linen,  and  mixed) 

Tobacco  and  smokers' 
articles 

Toilet  articles 

Toys , 

Trimmings 

Umbrellas  and  canes 

Vanilla 

Veilings 

Wines  and  spirits  b 

Wood  and  wood  ware 

Yarn 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1914 


S695, 3.59 

399, 415 

1, 235, 694 

855, 264 

672, 563 

61,021 

14,781 

113,375 

3, 069, 349 

35, 629 

16,083 

181,466 

409,030 

102, 200 

1,983,734 

809, 753 
54,915 

753,2.50 

104,578 

233,272 

295,794 

24,242 

24,481 

1,381,343 

46, 508 

2,893,513 

94, 791 

C,  500, 447 

330,043 

240,958 

205, 101 

575,801 

15, 269 

258, 101 

397,597 

304,595 

40, 598 

76, 813 

1,148,317 


54,271,376 


S5S0, 780 

106, 257 

666, 735 

1,591,729 

925,  838 

46,  808 

96, 492 

156, 352 

1, 853.  026 

14,315 

17,677 

190,530 

101,980 

1!0,041 

3,074,207 

919,518 
54,740 

703,518 
83,419 
315, 471 
37,421 
98,376 
38,371 

2,719,780 
99, 289 

4,408,150 
83,093 

1,609,307 

447,493 

38,681 

124,742 

462, 143 

10, 885 

180, 803 

271,857 

646,288 

70, 222 

29, 499 

779,841 


40,534,570 


a  Including  $56,573  shipped  from  Reims  during  the  months  of  November  and  December,  1915,  invoices 
for  which  were  consulated  at  the  I^aris  offlce. 

b  Including  $332,358  shipp\>d  from  Reims  district  during  the  months  of  November  and  December,  1915, 
invoices  for  which  were  consulated  at  the  Paris  office. 
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Review  of  Export  Trade  to  United  States. 

To  indicate  the  character  of  the  French  export  business  with  the 
United  States  in  1915,  the  various  articles  covered  by  invoices  pre- 
sented nt  the  Paris  consuhite  general  for  shipment  to  the  United 
States  which  comprise  over  55  per  cent  of  the  total  Franco-American 
export  trade,  may  be  divided  into  four  categories: 

(1)  Those  the  export  of  which  was  prohibited  for  the  Avhole  or 
part  of  the  year  or  that  were  requisitioned  by  the  government  for 
war  purposes.  Among  Avhich  may  be  mentioned :  Almninum,  ex- 
ports, falling  from  $31i2,005  in  1914  to  $95,798  in  1915 ;  automobiles 
and  parts,  from  $389,271  to  $192,989;  hides,  from  $5,371,386  to 
$1,971,784;  carpets,  tapestry,  and  upholstery,  from  $599,046  to 
$131,571;  chemicals,  from  $547,830  to  $8,605;  glycerin,  from  $151,634 
to  nothing;  optical  goods,  from  $409,050  to  $101,980;  and  rubber 
goods,  from  $295,794  to  $37,421. 

Articles  Principally  from  Invaded  Districts — Increased  Exports. 

(2)  Those  products  that  are  manufactured  principally  in  the 
invaded  districts  of  France.  Some  of  these  articles  are  already  being 
produced  to  a  certain  extent  in  other  parts  of  the  country  and  when 
the  industries  are  well  established  in  the  new  districts  the  exports  of 
the  finished  products  to  the  United  States  will  undoubtedly  show  an 
increase.  Among  the  articles  embraced  in  this  categor}^  are :  Brushes, 
the  export  to  the  United  States  in  1915  being  $245,631  against  $451,- 
865  in  1914;  buttons  and  beads,  $75,706  in  1915,  jind  $329,728  in 
1914;  machine-made  laces  and  embroideries,  $666,735  in  1915  and 
$1,235,694  in  1914;  and  textiles  of  all  lands,  $1,609,307  in  1915  and 
$6,560,447  in  1914.  Part  of  the  decrease  in  shipments  of  textiles, 
however,  was  due  to  the  embargo  .placed  upon  certain  classes  of 
woolen  goods. 

(3)  Articles  the  American  deinand  for  which  has  hitherto  been 
mostly  supplied  by  countries  other  than  France.  Among  the  exam- 
ples of  this  category  may  be  mentioned :  Handkerchiefs,  the  exports 
of  which  increased  from  $65,371  in  1914  to  $119,229  in  1915;  leather 
goods,  increasing  from  $855,264  to  $1,591,729  (of  the  exports  in 
1915  more  than  $1,067,000  consisted  of  leather  bags,  satchels,  and 
other  similar  articles  made  chiefly  of  leather)  ;  paper  and  stationery, 
increasing  from  $102,200  to  $140,041 ;  saffron,  fi'om  $24,242  to  $98,- 
376;  seeds  mainly  of  alfalfa  and  crimson  clover,  from  $1,381,343  to 
$2,719,780;  and  metal  ware,  from  $113,375  to  $156,362. 

Antiques,  Paintings,  Dresses,  Etc. 

(4)  Articles  of  luxury,  the  American  trade  in  which  does  not  de- 
pend greatly  upon  the  rates  of  customs  duty  but  mostly  upon  the 
prosperity  of  the  consuming  public  in  the  United  States.  As  exam- 
ples of  this  class  of  goods  may  be  mentioned  antiques,  the  exports 
of  which  decreased  from  $6,742,498  in  1914  to  $5,442,788  in  1915,  and 
paintings,  frames,  and  statuary,  decreasing  from  $3,834,168  to 
$1,680,230.  In  1914,  before  hostilities  commenced,  large  shipments 
were  made  to  the  United  States  by  the  French  art  dealers  for  storage 
and  sale  in  a  neutral  country.  Among  other  articles  of  luxury^ were: 
Perfumery  and  soap,  the  exports  increasing  from  $1,983,734  to 
$3,074,207;  lingerie,  from  $672,563  to  $925,836;  and  precious  stones, 
from  $2,893,513  to  $4,408,150. 


14- 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


As  regards  costumes,  the  manufacture  of  "svliich  is  one  of  the  spe- 
cial Parisian  industries,  there  was  comparatively  a  slight  decrease 
in  the  exports,  their  value  being  $1,773,021  for  1915,  against  $1,876,- 
420  for  1914. 

In  millinery,  another  specialized  industry  of  Paris,  the  exports 
fell  from  $3,009,349  in  1914  to  $1,853,026  in  1915,  owing,  to  some  ex- 
tent, to  the  more  simple  and  less  costly  styles  during  the  past  year. 

Arrivals  of  Shipping  in  French  Ports. 

The  principal  features  of  the  shipping  trade  of  France  during  1915 
were  abnormally  high  ocean  freight  rates  and  scarcity  of  carrying 
tonnage. 

The  official  statistics  indicate  that  during  1915,  6,620  loaded  French 
vessels  of  6,206,807  gross  tons  register  arrived  in  French  ports,  as 
compared  with  6,886  vessels  of  7,277.362  tons  in  1914,  and  8,167  ves- 
sels of  8,308,165  tons  in  1913.  During  the  same  periods  the  arrivals 
of  vessels  of  other  nationalities  were  as  follows:  In  1915.  20.529, 
with  a  gross  registered  tonnase  of  17,729.341 ;  in  1914.  17.062  vessels 
of  20,319,964  tons;  and  in  1913,  21,751  vessels  registering  26,200,791 
tons. 

The  arrivals  of  vessels  of  all  nationalities  in  1915  were  3,207  greater 
in  number  than  in  1914  but  with  a  decreased  tonnage  of  3,661,178, 
and  in  comparison  with  1913  the  arrivals  were  2,763  less,  with  a  de- 
cline in  the  tonnage  of  10,572,808. 

Arrivals  and  Clearances  at  Principal  Ports. 

The  arrivals  and  clearances  of  loaded  vessels  in  the  principal 
ports  of  France  in  1915,  compared  v\-ith  1914,  are  given  in  the  follow- 
ing table : 


1914 

1915 

Port. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 
of  vessels. 

Tonnage. 

7,014 

2,272 

2,700 

3,124- 

570 

586 

1,124 

880 

1,545 

1,264 

13,323,794 

2,S13,0S2 

2, 285, 702 

5,055,326 

854,932 

1,196,515 

964, 760 

747,319 

2,001,419 

5, 730,  (.12 

5,946 

2,443 

4,078 

2,859 

934 

979 

1,513 

1,360 

1,129 

611 

10,255,864 

Bordeaux  

3,487,511 

3,298,534 

Havre 

3,259,042 

St.  Nazaire    

1,727,522 

La  Rochelle 

1,616,  .534 

Cette 

1,290,286 

Nantes 

1,173,569 

Dunkirk  

617,036 

Cherbourg 

209,893 

During  1915  the  leading  French  ports  were  badly  congested  and 
their  handling  facilities  were  taxed  to  the  utmost.  As  a  result  nu- 
merous vessels  were  diverted  to  the  less  important  harbors,  such  as 
La  Eochelle.  St.  Nazaire,  and  Cette,  thus  relieving  to  a  certain  degree 
the  more  important  ports  of  Marseille,  Bordeaux,  Rouen,  and  Havre. 

Cette  was  made  use  of  as  a  port  of  transshipment  of  goods  in- 
tended for  Switzerland,  and  berths  were  reserved  there  for  the  sole 
accommodation  of  vessels  bringing  merchandise  destined  for  that 
country.  To  a  lesser  extent  imports  to  Switzerland  were  also  han- 
dled at  La  Eochelle  and  St.  Nazaire. 
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The  port  of  Havre,  while  showing  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
vessels  and  in  registered  tonnage,  was  in  reality  more  active  than  in 
normal  times.  As  a  consequence  many  vessels  were  obliged  to  go 
up  the  Seine  as  far  as  the  inland  port  of  Rouen  to  find  berths  for 
discharging  their  cargoes  to  be  shipped  by  barge  or  rail  to  Paris  and 
other  parts  of  France. 
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